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Birch Bay Vogt Library Express Update

BOOKS & MORE v SERVICES v EVENTS v YOUTH v GET INVOLVED v ABOUT US v

, 2024 - Osborn Architects, Inc. selected
*+ Design development

+ Permit Pre-Applieation with
County (une]

+ Community engagement (July)

Watch on B8 YouTube

VIDEO March 2025: Deputy Director, Michael Cox provides a brief overview of Birch Bay Vogt
Library Express project from conception to what to expect in 2025.

+ PREVIOUS NEWS ARTICLES
Courtesy of Osborn Architects Inc.
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Whatcom County Rural Library District
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2024 in Review

over 59,000 cardholders -

2.1 million items -
£

] —

$42 million —
| &

552,420 visits f:/‘/ e
54,748 people attended P RS

2,252 programs - ﬁ .




The Power of Sharing




Library Services

29, v FREEDGE

When we read we are ale N ¢ iwﬂ"rm

l to travel o many places ' 2 1

meet many people,
¥ .0 understand the world.

- - Ml - ; ‘

| | - | ‘? - GFEHTAY "

-
v
-

-
|




Programs & Events
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Cost of Services

DOES NOT INCLUDE: capital projects




Cost for Average Household




Cost for Your Household

Taxes and Assessment Details

Property Tax Information as of 01/30/2025
Amaunt Due if Paid on: Ev RQCBICU'BIE‘. MOTE: If you plan to submit payment on & future date, make sure you enter the date and click RECALCULATE to obtain the correct total amount dus.

Click on "Statement Details” to expand or collapse a tax statement.

' First Half | Second Half

Base Amt. Base Amt. Penalty Amount Due

Year Statement ID

|'» Statement Details

Year StatementID Taxing Jurisdiction Eﬂ’::","‘f_ sen ""“‘i, HI"H Penalty Interest Base Paid Amount Due

2024 79450 ST - WASHINGTON STATE 554431 5544.29 $0.00 50.00 $1088.60 50.00
;2024 79450 WC - WHATCOM COUNTY 5182.76 $182.74 S0.00 50.00  $365.50 50.00
?2024 79450 RD - COUNTY ROAD $189.49 5189.48 50.00 50.00 5$378.97 50.00
2024 79450 FC - FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 526.97 $§26.96  50.00 $0.00 553.93 $0.00
2024 79450 CF - CONSERVATION FUTURES $5.82 $5.81  S0.00 $0.00  $11.63 50.00
2024 79450 FDO021 - FIRE #21 $193.04  $193.04  S0.00  $0.00 _5366-8 50.00
2024 79450 RL- RURAL LIBRARY 5$65.04 $65.03 50.00 50.00 $0.00
2024 79450 PT - PORT OF BELLINGHAM $33.00 §32.99  50.00 50.00 s 50.00
2024 79450 SD503 - BLAINE SCHOOL #503 5410.89 5410.88 $0.00 50.00 5821.77 50.00
52024 79450 WCEMS - WHATCOM COUNTY EMS $55.86 §55.85  50.00 50.00 511171 50.00
52024 79450 WCD - WHATCOM CONSERVATION DISTRICT $2.50 $2.50 $0.00 50.00 $5.00 50.00
2024 79450 WRMBB - BIRCH BAY WARM $52.26 §52.26 50.00 $0.00 5104.52 50.00
2024 79450 TOTAL: $1761.94  S$1761.83 350.00  S0.00 $3523.77 $0.00

¥ Statement Details

2023 79759 $1807.50 $1807.38 50.00 50.00 53614.88
¥ Statement Details

2022 80254 $1834.55 $1834.45 50.00 $0.00 $3669.00
'} Statement Details

2021 80537 51746.42 $1746.34 50.00 50.00 53492.76

Values

Map List




Revenue Expenditures

Other
Miscellaneous 11.8%
Charges for 4.0%
Goods &
Services
0.2% Grants Library Materials
0.7% & Supplies
14.6% .
Services &
Property Taxes Staff
95.1% 73.7%



Changes Over Time

Library District Population
Annual Open Hours

ltems Checked Out
Library Cardholders

Minimum Wage

2008
118,947

19,279
1,441,375
39,624

$8.55 /hour

2024
140,730

23,614
2,114,479
61,993

$16.28 /hour

GROWTH




Budget Listening Sessions

. February - March 2025 held 11 listening sessions

- Gathered suggestions




Operating Budget Projections




Use of Volunteers




Private Fundraising
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WHATCOM COUNTY LIBRARY
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State or Federal
Funding

INSTITUTE of
., Museumandlerary
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Ballot Lanquage

WHATCOM COUNTY RURAL LIBRARY DISTRICT
PROPOSITION NO. X
LEVY LID LIFT

The Board of Trustees of the Whatcom County Rural Library District adopted Resolution 3/18/25-04 concerning its

regular property tax levy. This proposition would authorize the District to restore its regular property tax levy to

$0.42 per $1,000 of assessed value for collection in 2026 to provide stable funding for the continued operation,
maintenance and development of public libraries and library services in Whatcom County. The resulting dollar
amount of the 2026 levy would be used for the purposes of computing subsequent levy limitations as provide by RCW
84.55. Should this proposition be approved?




If the levy proposition passes

- Maintain current open hours and services

. Continue supporting a robust collection of current and relevant
library materials, including physical and digital items, with
reasonable wait times and online/streaming resources

. Protect community investment by addressing deferred
maintenance and facilities needs

- Create seed money for library building projects
(for matching grants)




If the levy proposition fails

- Reduce investment in library materials, including physical and
digital items, increasing wait times for popular items

- Cut staff, reduce open hours and eliminate some services,
which may include closing branches one or two days a week

+ Defer building maintenance and limit facilities repairs to
emergencies

- Eliminate seed money for library building projects
(unable to assist with matching grants)




Incorporation

- Residents of unincorporated Birch Bay have been served by
WCLS since it's establishment in 1944

- However, if Birch Bay is incorporated, residents would no
longer pay taxes to the library district and would not receive
library services unless:

- BBIA signs a pre-annexation agreement with WCLS to pay same amount
to WCLS as property owners would have paid if they remained in the
district OR

= City residents vote to annex into the library district




